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 TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  YEAR A  13 SEPTEMBER 2020 
P AR IS H O F F I C E
Street Address:
Phone:
Email:
Website:
Facebook:

S C HO O LS
58 Victoria Street
NEW LAMBTON NSW 2305
02 4979 1365
triparish@mn.catholic.org.au
www.holytrinityparishblackbutt.com.au
www.facebook.com/holytrinityparishblackbuttnorth

O F F IC E H O U R S
Monday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:

9:00AM to 3:30PM
9:00AM to 3:00PM
9:00AM to 3:30PM

P AR IS H S T AF F
Parish Administrator:
Lambton Presbytery:
Email:
Assistant Priest:
Shortland Presbytery:
Email:
Parish Secretaries:

Fr Sabu Adimakiyil
02 4956 1953
sabu.adimakiyil@mn.catholic.org.au
Fr Camillus Nwahia
02 4955 9364
0469 829 125
camillus.nwahia@mn.catholic.org.au
Mrs Liza Ruitenbach
Ms Justine Atkinson

L I T U R G IC A L C E LE B R AT IO N S
Sunday Mass Celebrations
At this time bookings are still essential for Lambton
(35 capacity) and those wishing to attend need to phone the
Parish Office by 3:00PM Thursday, giving your name and
contact phone or email. Bookings are no longer essential in
order to attend Waratah (75 capacity) or New Lambton
(90 capacity), however people will instead sign in as they
enter the church. Mass will continue to be streamed from
St Therese’s New Lambton at 9:15AM Sunday via Facebook.
Please stay at home if you are experiencing any flu-like
symptoms. Please consider staying at home for your own
health and safety if you are 65 years or over, have preexisting health conditions, or have a compromised immune
system.
Sunday Mass
Saturday:
5:00PM Lambton
Sunday:
9:15AM New Lambton
Sunday:
5:30PM Waratah
Weekday Mass
Monday:
7:00AM Waratah*
Tuesday:
7:00PM New Lambton*
Wednesday: 7:00AM Lambton
Thursday:
7:00AM Waratah
Friday:
7:00AM Lambton
Saturday:
8:00AM New Lambton

* We are currently considering swapping the venues for Monday morning and
Tuesday evening Masses.

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL LAMBTON
Principal:
Street Address:
Postal Address:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

Ms Annie Duggan
Dickson Street LAMBTON NSW 2299
PO Box 8 LAMBTON NSW 2299
02 4952 1423
admin@lambton.catholic.edu.au
www.lambton.catholic.edu.au

CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL WARATAH
Principal:
Street Address:
Postal Address:
Phone / Fax:
Email:
Website:

Ms Julie Mulhearn
Platt Street WARATAH 2298
PO Box 63 WARATAH 2298
02 4968 3220 / 02 4968 3833
admin@waratah.catholic.edu.au
www.waratah.catholic.edu.au

ST THERESE’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL NEW LAMBTON
Acting Principal:
Street Address:
Postal Address:
Phone / Fax:
Email:
Website:

Ms Kaylene Maretich
Burke Street NEW LAMBTON 2305
PO Box 321 New Lambton 2305
02 4957 4922 / 02 4952 1637
admin@newlambton.catholic.edu.au
www.newlambton.catholic.edu.au

Dispensation
All members of the Church of the Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle, except priests, continue to be dispensed from the
obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Those who are unable to
attend are encouraged to keep Sunday holy through the use
of the resources still available on the Diocese website and at
www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-events/covid-19-update.
Sunday Mass Celebration
Bishop William (Bill) Wright continues to celebrate Mass
every Sunday at 9:30AM live streamed from Sacred Heart
Cathedral Mass via https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
places/live-stream/. Mass can be viewed at a later time via
the same link. Please share the link with family and friends,
and gather to pray as a spiritual community at this time.
Mass on TV
Mass For You at Home is broadcast at 6:00AM every Sunday
on Channel 10 (WIN), or on Catch Up TV at 10 play.
Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions are available for anyone upon request.
Simply contact the parish secretaries with your intentions. If
you have names of sick, deceased or anniversaries for the
bulletin, and Mass, these need to be in relatively early to
make the bulletin. Remember you need the person’s or
family’s permission for publication.
Pastoral Visitation
If you would like a priest to visit, please enquire by phone or
email at the Parish Office.

F I RS T R E A D IN G

 LITURGY OF THE WORD 
S E C O N D R E AD IN G

Ez 37:1-14

Rom 14:7-9

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

The hand of the Lord was laid on me, and he carried me away by
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley,
a valley full of bones. He made me walk up and down among
them. There were vast quantities of these bones on the ground
the whole length of the valley; and they were quite dried up. He
said to me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ I said, ‘You know,
Lord.’ He said, ‘Prophesy over these bones. Say, “Dry bones, hear
the word of the Lord. The Lord says this to these bones: I am
now going to make the breath enter you, and you will live. I shall
put sinews on you, I shall make flesh grow on you, I shall cover
you with skin and give you breath, and you will live; and you will
learn that I am the Lord.” ’

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we
live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so
that alive or dead we belong to the Lord.This explains why Christ
both died and came to life, it was so that he might be Lord both
of the dead and of the living.

I prophesied as I had been ordered. While I was prophesying,
there was a noise, a sound of clattering; and the bones joined
together. I looked, and saw that they were covered with sinews;
flesh was growing on them and skin was covering them, but there
was no breath in them. He said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath;
prophesy, son of man. Say to the breath, “The Lord says this:
Come from the four winds, breath; breathe on these dead; let
them live!” ’ I prophesied as he had ordered me, and the breath
entered them; they came to life again and stood up on their feet,
a great, an immense army.
Then he said, ‘Son of man, these bones are the whole House of
Israel. They keep saying, “Our bones are dried up, our hope has
gone; we are as good as dead.” So prophesy. Say to them, “The
Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to
raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to the
soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open
your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I
shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle
you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have
said and done this it is the Lord who speaks.” ’
The Word of the Lord.

R E S P O N SO R IA L P S A LM
Ps 41:2-3; 42:3-4. R. see Ps 41:3
(R.) My soul is thirsting for the living God.
1. Like the deer that yearns
for running streams,
so my soul is yearning
for you, my God. (R.)
2. My soul is thirsting for God,
the God of my life;
when can I enter and see
the face of God? (R.)
3. O send forth your light and your truth;
let these be my guide.
Let them bring me to your holy mountain
to the place where you dwell. (R.)
4. And I will come to the altar of God,
the God of my joy.
My redeemer, I will thank you on the harp,
O God, my God. (R.)

Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

G O SP E L A C C L AM A T I O N
Phil 2:15-16
Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine in the world like bright stars;
you are offering it the word of life.
Alleluia!

G O SP E L
Lk 1:46-56
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Mary said:
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
and my spirit exults in God my saviour;
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid.
Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed,
for the Almighty has done great things for me.
Holy is his name,
and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him.
‘He has shown the power of his arm,
he has routed the proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the
lowly.
The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty
away.
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his
mercy
– according to the promise he made to our ancestors –
of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went
back home.
The Gospel of the Lord.

R E AD I N G S
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading:
Sir 27:30 – 28:7
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 102:1-4. 9-12. R. v.8
Second Reading:
Rom 14:7-9
Gospel Acclamation:
Jn 13:34
Gospel:
Mt 18:21-35
The Homily and Reflections that follow refer to the
Readings for the Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
OTHER RESOURCES USED WITH PERMISSION: © Creative Resources from LiturgyHelp | © McCrimmon Publishing Co | © 2003 by Fr Richard Lonsdale | © Mary MacKillop Image by
Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj

 HOMILY AND REFLECTION 
H O M IL Y
By Richard Leonard
Charged with the rape and murder of a young woman, it only
took the jury twenty minutes to return a guilty verdict for the
three men in the dock. The courtroom erupted in cheers as the
verdict was read out.
As the men were being led out of the courtroom the mother of
two of them ran toward the dock yelling, ‘I think what you’ve
done is despicable, but I want you to know that I love you.’
Outside the courthouse, the media were expecting the parents of
the victim to advocate capital punishment for the criminals.
Instead, they said they wanted to forgive the perpetrators of this
vicious crime. Everyone listened in disbelief.
No one at that courthouse was running away from the heinous
nature of the crimes, nor from the punishment the men deserved,
but the parents involved chose to focus on either love or
forgiveness.
In today's Gospel, Jesus tells us we should forgive each other
seventy-seven times. Numbers are not randomly used in the
Bible. 1, 3, 7, 12 and 40 all have specific meanings. To number
something as seven is to describe it as being perfect. When we
hear Jesus use this phrase we recall the story in the Book of
Genesis of the seven days of creation where, on the seventh day,
God looks at the result of his creative love and sees that it is very
good. Jesus, using some shorthand, says that not only is
forgiveness good, but that it is a creative act that gives life to the
world and gives glory to those who exercise it.
In the 5th Century St Augustine said that forgiveness was like a
mother who has two wonderful daughters named justice and
compassion. In using such a metaphor Augustine knew that
forgiveness was not a once-off event, it was a process that

involved other virtues as well. Jesus teaches a similar lesson in
today’s Gospel, where he uses the image of the King settling his
debts. Because the King is just, compassionate and forgiving, he
rightly expects that, in turn, his steward will be so as well.
It’s easy to be forgiving in the big picture. We can preach strongly
about war, peace and reconciliation. It’s quite another to forgive
those closest to us. Sometimes the hardest place to be
compassionate and just is our own home. If we are not speaking
to a husband, wife, child, parent, sibling or friend then today’s
Gospel has a strong challenge right where we live.
Part of the problem is that we could have accepted the film Love
Story’s motto, ‘Love means never having to say you're sorry’. This
idea is many things, but it’s not Christian. For followers of Jesus
the exact opposite is true. We seek opportunities to forgive and
ask for forgiveness.
Jesus doesn’t tell us that forgiveness is easy, just necessary. To
forgive someone in our family, our workplace, our circle of friends
or in our Church is not to pretend that a sinful situation did not
occur, but to face it head on and demand justice with
compassion.
For when we stand before God with the
weakness and sinfulness of our own life, God
will not settle old scores, take revenge and
exact retribution. Rather God will be
perfectly
just
and
completely
compassionate.
When
we
choose
forgiveness over revenge, and love over hate
we begin to glimpse God’s creative goodness
coming to perfection in us, because
forgiveness is a participation in the very
heart of God.
© Richard Leonard SJ

R E F LE C T IO N

R E F LE C T IO N F O R Y O UN G P E O P LE

By Dianne Bergant

By Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart

A distinctive feature of the teachings of Jesus is his exhortation
to forgive. Very explicit about this, Jesus left us his own example
by forgiving his executioners while he hung dying on the cross.
Until recently we thought that forgiveness begins with the
offender repenting of the offence and then asking for pardon.
Today many maintain that reconciliation must begin with the one
offended offering forgiveness. This willingness to forgive
transforms a victim into a survivor. Such magnanimity might then
touch the heart of the offender, who may thus be transformed
from being an offender to becoming a friend.
If God has been so generous in forgiving us, surely we should be
generous in forgiving others. The process of becoming a forgiving
person takes time. For some, it may take a lifetime. Only little by
little are our pettiness and indignation reduced and our desire to
strike back diminished. Still, as disciples, we are expected to give
the forgiveness that we have been given.
Such forgiveness does not provide an easy way out for offenders,
for ultimately justice will prevail. If we remain untransformed by
God’s forgiveness of us, we will be liable to judgment. Our
unwillingness to forgive can eat away at us, and we can carry
hurts from childhood far into adult years.
Forgiving others, as difficult as that may be, is in the long run
much easier than bearing the weight of resentfulness,
vindictiveness and unresolved frustration. When we forgive we
truly begin to be healed.
© Dianne Bergant CSA

Jesus is pretty clear about forgiving people. Seventy times seven
is a lot of times – four hundred and ninety times, to be exact!
Can you imagine forgiving someone that many times, if they hurt
you that many times? Why or why not?
Can you imagine Jesus forgiving someone that many times? Why
or why not?
Forgiveness of a crime doesn’t mean that it was okay for that
crime to have been committed. It means that the forgiver is no
longer going to spend energy on hatred and anger related to the
crime and to the person being forgiven. It actually frees up the
forgiver as much as it does the forgiven, for anger and hatred are
a very heavy burden that drains a person and affects the person’s
whole life.
Because you forgive someone, does it necessarily mean that you
trust that person again? If you have to forgive someone seven
times for a crime, is it healthy or smart to continue to trust that
person?
Would Jesus want you to continue a close relationship with that
person, or would he just ask you to give up on the anger and
hatred and get on with your life?
© St Mary's Press

P RA Y E R

O F T HE

 PRAYERS 
WE REMEMBER

F AI T HF U L

Light a Candle

Please Pray for

Light a candle to symbolize the Light of
Christ and Light of the World.

Sick: Derek Orrin, Robert Watson, Donna Collins,
Elizabeth Mary Oates, Bernadette Coffey, Michael Payne,
Fred Stanwell, Sheila Bell, Paul Mowbray, Shelley Smith.

Introduction: Brothers and sisters, let us pray to the
God of light and truth for our needs and those of the
world.

Recently Deceased:

1. For the gift of wisdom and humility. Let us pray to the
Lord.
2. For the gift of truth and integrity. Let us pray to the
Lord.
3. For the gift of love and compassion. Let us pray to the
Lord.
4. For the gift of courage and forgiveness. Let us pray to
the Lord.
5. For the gift of acceptance and freedom. Let us pray to
the Lord.
6. For those who have been affected by abuse. Let us
pray to the Lord.
7. For those who are sick. Let us pray to the Lord.
8. For those who have died. Let us pray to the Lord.
Conclusion: God of the living and the dead, in Jesus you
raise us up to shine your light in the dark places of our
world. Hear these prayers and help us to always
remember how much we are loved. We ask this through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Anniversaries: Daniel Watson, Margaret Rebecca Agnew,
Frank and Maria Teresa Patti, Peter and Fay Baran.
Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and may
light perpetual shine upon them. + May their
souls and the souls of all the faithful departed
rest in peace. Amen
During this time “Intentions” for publication may be submitted by
email (or phone) by midday Monday each week ahead. Reminder that
you need the person or family’s permission to enable us to publish
names.

P RA Y E RS
Prayer of Future Hope
O Lord,
we understand the sacred duty
to protect our children
and future generations.
We pray for the courage
to lead the way
and to combat climate change
on their behalf.

All: Amen.

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

A N O IN T IN G

AN D

V I A TI C UM

 SACRAMENTS 
M A R RI AG E B O O KI N G S

Pastoral Care of the Sick and Dying should continue with
appropriate care and precautions being observed. Visits to the
sick and dying, and the celebration of Viaticum, are possible and
permissible provided any necessary health and hygiene
guidelines are followed.
Communal celebrations of the Anointing of the Sick are not to
take place, either in parishes or other places, e.g. aged care
facilities.

B AP TI SM
The celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism is possible under
the current Public Health Order, though liturgical adaptations are
required.
Parish Baptism Preparation programs are suspended for the
duration of the current circumstances. Pastors are strongly urged
to be pastorally supportive of those members of the faithful who
are seeking to celebrate Baptism and to accommodate the
genuine concerns of parents as far as possible.
Baptisms may legitimately be delayed or deferred in the current
circumstances.

C O N F E SS IO N
The celebration of the Sacrament of Penance remains possible.
Celebrations of the First Rite of Reconciliation should take place
with appropriate care and precautions.

The celebration of weddings remains possible under the current
Public Health Order, subject to the general requirements around
physical distancing, the capacity of church buildings, and the
provisions of the COVID-19 Safety Plan, both general and
wedding specific, for your church building. The maximum number
of guests at a wedding held in a church building is the lesser of:
a. The number of persons that is equivalent to one person per
4 square metres of space in the building, or
b. 150 persons.
These revised limits also apply to gatherings immediately before
or immediately after the wedding itself.

S AC R AM E N T AL P RO G RAM
Parents enquiring around the Sacramental Program are advised
that this year’s program is suspended until further notice.

C O M M U N I O N M IN IS T RY

T O T HE

S IC K

Under the current circumstances we wish to advise Communion
to the Sick is limited to the priests until further review and advice.

F U N E R A L B O O K IN G S
The celebration of funerals remains possible under the courrent
Public Health Order, subject to the general requirements around
physical distancing, the capacity of church buildings and the
provisions of the COVID-19 Safety Plans, both general and
funeral specific, for your church building.

The communal celebration of the Sacrament of Penance, i.e. the
Second and Third Rites of Reconciliation, should not take place.

Liturgical adaptations are required in the current circumstances.

Priests are exhorted to honour any reasonable request to
celebrate the Sacrament of Penance.

Excerpts from Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle COVID-19 Pandemic Event – Advice,
Guidance and Instructions to Parishes.

 MASS AT HOLY TRINITY PARISH 

Welcome
As we reopen our churches for Mass, parishioners are asked
to observe the following which will be in force until further
notice. We thank you for your cooperation.

Arrival
 Please arrive fifteen (15) minutes early
 Maintain physical distancing at all times
 Use hand sanitiser provided
 Lambton: Only attend if you have a confirmed booking
 New Lambton and Waratah: Sign in upon entry
 Pick up a bulletin
Entry
 Enter from the main entry only
 There will be no Holy Water
 Select your seat as directed by the signs
 You are welcome to wear a mask, as recommended by
the NSW Government. You are encouraged to bring your
own, however, disposable masks will be available

Mass
 Congregational and choral singing is suspended until
further notice
 Soloist singer must be 5 metres from the congregation
and not above the congregation
 There will be no Presentation of the Gifts
 The Sign of Peace will be given by a smile, nod or a wave
 When receiving Communion maintain the required
1.5 metres physical distance in a single line
 Communion Host will only be placed in the hand, not the
tongue
 There will be no Chalice
After Mass
 Take home any bulletins that you handle
 Contributions to the 1st and 2nd Collections may be left
in collection baskets near the church exit as you leave
 Observe physical distancing as you leave, and refrain
from socialising on the church grounds
 We need two (2) volunteers per church to disinfect the
churches after each Mass

U P D A TE

A V O C A T IO N V IE W

Under the current Public Health Order, our church buildings
are able to be opened for both the public celebration of the
liturgy and for private prayer and meditation.

“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us.” Make a stand for mercy, empathy,
forgiveness and selflessness! For more information
regarding Vocations phone 02 4979 1112 or email
vocations@mn.catholic. org.au.

The opening of our church buildings is dependant on the
availability of a COVID-19 Safety Plan for the building, and the
registration of the church as a COVID-19 Safe business.
Effective 24 July 2020, the Public Health Order has set the
number of persons who can be present in our church buildings
at any one time to be the lesser of:
(a) The number of persons that is equivalent to one person
per 4 square metres of space in the building, or
(b) 100 persons.
These limits apply to all services conducted in our church
buildings and include having them open for private prayer.
Anyone in a church building for the purposes of engaging in
work at the request of, and on behalf of, the Parish is excluded
from the limit.
Excerpts from Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle COVID-19 Pandemic Event – Advice,
Guidance and Instructions to Parishes.

R E AD E RS R O S TE R
We have reintroduced a roster for readings, in a very simplified
form. In doing so, we wish to ensure that our volunteers are able
to return to this ministry as safely as possible. Therefore, the new
readers roster will be limited to one person per church per month,
as detailed below. The reasoning behind this method is to
minimise the number of people using a particular space, so as to
minimise any chance of cross contamination. There is, of course,
room to be flexible should the rostered volunteer be unable to
attend Mass for whatever reason. This is a temporary
arrangement, which will be revisited at the end of the year, when
our situation may have hopefully improved.

READERS
ROSTER

LAMBTON

NEW LAMBTON

WARATAH

Saturday 5:00PM

Sunday 9:15AM

Sunday 5:30PM

September

Ann Gunn

Denis Prendergast

Helen Clough

October

Diana Dolan

Sr Maureen Torpey

Laurel Movigliatti

November

Emma Conserdyne

Noel Franks

Elizabeth Buckles

December

Peter Dolan

Joy Loas

Helen Clough

ROSTER
CONTACTS

Ann Gunn
0407 571 197

Joy Loas
02 4952 2664

Laurel Movigliatti
0407 938 204

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS

F E AS T D A Y S

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading:
Is 55:6-9
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 144:2-3. 8-9. 17-18. R. v.18
Second Reading:
Phil 1:20-24. 27
Gospel Acclamation:
See Acts 16:14
Gospel:
Mt 20:1-16

14 Sep:
21 Sep:
29 Sep:
28 Oct:
1 Nov:
2 Nov:

The Exahaltation of the Holy Cross
Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels
Saint Simon and Jude, Apostles
All Saints
The Commemoration Of All The Faithful Departed (All
Souls Day)

 NOTICES
P AR IS H N E WS
Staff Training: The office will be closed during the morning
of Tuesday 15 September for Office of Safe Guarding
training.
Parish Office: The office is open and working within the
required guidelines. Most enquiries can be met over the
phone or via email, including baptism and marriage
bookings. If you do need to come in please use hand
sanitiser provided, sign the visitors book and observe
physical distancing. For funerals, please contact the Funeral
Directors who will contact our Priests.
Weekly Bulletin: We are still emailing our bulletin weekly
and providing hard copies at 3 locations – Lambton Church
verandah, Waratah Presbytery verandah, and New Lambton
Parish House front door – in an effort to reach those not yet
able to come to church. Please consider dropping a copy into
the letter box of a neighbouring parishioner who might not
have email or internet. Please feel free to contact the office
should you need assistance.
Volunteer Ministries: You will notice from the Readers
Roster on page 5 that we are slowly beginning to ease into
including our volunteers in ministry again. However, it will
be a while before procedures are back to the way they used
to be. At present the number of volunteers and ministries
has been limited so as to work within safe processes and
gradually increase the numbers involved. This can only apply
to fully REGISTERED volunteers. If you have not yet
completed registration forms, and wish to continue your
ministry in the future, please do so as a matter of priority.
Parish Venues: We are sorry to advise that our parish
venues still remain CLOSED TO ALL GROUPS until further
notice. Anyone needing to gain access at any venue, please
contact Fr Sabu. This is to ensure our children, our most
vulnerable, and our staff are protected and to ensure our
Parish complies with our legal obligations.
Masks: We now have masks ($10.00) and ear savers
($2.00) available for sale at the Parish Office, with all
proceeds going towards the Mater Bell Tower Appeal. Masks,
made by Laurel Movigliatti, are double layered in tightly
woven cotton, with a nose wire for added protection. Ear
savers, crocheted by Margaret Metcalfe, are used to hold
mask ear loops back from your ears.

Aurora Magazine: Aurora, the official magazine of the
Diocese, is now available at the back of the church.
Catholic Weekly: We are pleased to advise that Catholic
Weekly has recommenced the production of print editions
which are now available at the church.

D IO C E SE N E W S
Season of Creation: The Season of Creation is a time to
renew our relationship with our Creator and all creation
through repenting, repairing, and rejoicing together. During
the Season of Creation, we join our sisters and brothers in
the ecumenical family in prayer and action for our common
home.
This year, amid crises that have shaken our world, we are
awakened to the urgent need to heal our relationships with
creation and each other. During the season this year, we
enter a time of restoration and hope, a jubilee for our Earth,
that requires radically new ways of living with creation.
There are number of resources and online events you can
access this September. For more information visit the
following sites.
Seasons of Creation
https://seasonofcreation.org/
Catholic Earthcare
https://catholicearthcare.org.au/2015/08/season-ofcreation-september-1-october-4/
A Catholic Season of Creation – Sundays of September
https://www.columban.org.au/media-andpublications/educational-resources/a-catholic-season-ofcreation-sundays-of-september-year-a
Catholic Earthcare Australia Events
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/catholic-earthcare-australia30859548231
Perpetual Day of Remembrance: 15 September is
marked by the Maitland-Newcastle Catholic Diocese as a
Perpetual Day of Remembrance. Such a day holds before us
our history of child sexual abuse and the reality of its
continual unfolding in the lives of those directly and indirectly
affected. This day is an opportunity for all of us to stand with
survivors who are suffering. Click here to find out how
together we can be a sign of hope.

Planned Giving Program: A parish is dependent on the
generosity of its parishioners to sustain itself and its
charitable and pastoral works. Generally, this support is
through two (2) collections at each Sunday Mass.

As a people of faith, we also offer support through prayer,
ritual and worship. Our prayer response ’Shine the Light of
Christ’ is available for:
 Individuals and Households
 Parish communities
 Schools and all church agencies, groups

The FIRST COLLECTION supports our priests(s).
The SECOND COLLECTION supports our parish
community through Planned Giving, which includes
envelopes and direct debits; and any loose cash
donated. This collection is banked into a parish account
which then pays the many costs of running a parish.

We realise this is a challenging space. It is also an important
need expressed by survivors and their families and friends to
feel the support of the community in remembering and
standing with them. Many survivors and their families remain
hidden. That is why we need your help in extending this
invitation as widely as possible.

If you wish to join the parish Planned Giving Program, please
contact the Parish Office. Envelopes, Direct Debit, and Credit
Card options are all available.

Together we hope to shine a light of solidarity, a light of
prayer, a light of commitment to change, a light of hope.

Old Planned Giving Envelopes: To avoid confusion,
please discard any old planned giving envelopes you may
have, as many givers have different numbers and this will
affect the recording process. We thank you for your
assistance.

Sacred @ Seven: This is a holy hour of adoration with
worship music and a reflection on a Gospel passage from a
priest, organised be the Diocesan Council for Ministry with
Young people. The next event will be on Wednesday
23 September 7:00PM at St Therese’s New Lambton. It will
be streamed through the MN Catholic Youth Page.
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