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PARISH OFFICE  
 

SCHOOLS  
ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL LAMBTON 
Principal:  Ms Annie Duggan 
Street Address:  Dickson Street LAMBTON NSW 2299 
Postal Address: PO Box 8 LAMBTON NSW 2299 
Phone:  02 4952 1423 
Email:  admin@lambton.catholic.edu.au 
Website:  www.lambton.catholic.edu.au 
 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL WARATAH 
Principal:  Ms Julie Mulhearn 
Street Address:  Platt Street WARATAH 2298 
Postal Address: PO Box 63 WARATAH 2298 
Phone / Fax:  02 4968 3220 / 02 4968 3833 
Email:  admin@waratah.catholic.edu.au 
Website:  www.waratah.catholic.edu.au 
 
 

ST THERESE’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL NEW LAMBTON 
Acting Principal:  Ms Kaylene Maretich 
Street Address:  Burke Street NEW LAMBTON 2305 
Postal Address: PO Box 321 New Lambton 2305 
Phone / Fax:  02 4957 4922 / 02 4952 1637 
Email:  admin@newlambton.catholic.edu.au 
Website:  www.newlambton.catholic.edu.au 

Street Address: 58 Victoria Street  
NEW LAMBTON NSW 2305 

 

Phone: 02 4979 1365  
Email: triparish@mn.catholic.org.au  
Website: www.holytrinityparishblackbutt.com.au  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/holytrinityparishblackbuttnorth  

OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday: 9:00AM to 3:30PM  
Tuesday: 9:00AM to 3:00PM  
Thursday: 9:00AM to 3:30PM  

PARISH STAFF  
 

Parish Administrator: Fr Sabu Adimakiyil  
Lambton Presbytery: 02 4956 1953  
Email: sabu.adimakiyil@mn.catholic.org.au  

Assistant Priest: Fr Camillus Nwahia  
Shortland Presbytery: 02 4955 9364 

0469 829 125 
 

Email: camillus.nwahia@mn.catholic.org.au  
   
Parish Secretaries: Mrs Liza Ruitenbach  
 Ms Justine Atkinson  

 

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS  

Sunday Mass Celebrations 

At this time bookings are still essential for Lambton 
(35 capacity) and those wishing to attend need to phone the 

Parish Office by 3:00PM Thursday, giving your name and 
contact phone or email. Bookings are no longer essential in 

order to attend Waratah (75 capacity) or New Lambton 

(90 capacity), however people will instead sign in as they 
enter the church. Mass will continue to be streamed from 

St Therese’s New Lambton at 9:15AM Sunday via Facebook. 
Please stay at home if you are experiencing any flu-like 

symptoms. Please consider staying at home for your own 
health and safety if you are 65 years or over, have pre-

existing health conditions, or have a compromised immune 
system. 

 

Sunday Mass 
Saturday: 5:00PM Lambton  

Sunday: 9:15AM New Lambton 
Sunday: 5:30PM Waratah  

 
Weekday Mass  

Monday: 7:00AM Waratah* 
Tuesday: 7:00PM New Lambton* 

Wednesday: 7:00AM Lambton 

Thursday: 7:00AM Waratah 
Friday: 7:00AM Lambton 

Saturday: 8:00AM New Lambton 
* We are currently considering swapping the venues for Monday morning and 
Tuesday evening Masses. 

 

  
Dispensation 

All members of the Church of the Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle, except priests, continue to be dispensed from the 

obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Those who are unable to 

attend are encouraged to keep Sunday holy through the use 
of the resources still available on the Diocese website and at 

www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-events/covid-19-update. 
 

Sunday Mass Celebration 
Bishop William (Bill) Wright continues to celebrate Mass 

every Sunday at 9:30AM live streamed from Sacred Heart 
Cathedral Mass via https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/ 

places/live-stream/. Mass can be viewed at a later time via 

the same link. Please share the link with family and friends, 
and gather to pray as a spiritual community at this time. 

 
Mass Intentions 

Mass Intentions are available for anyone upon request. 
Simply contact the parish secretaries with your intentions. If 

you have names of sick, deceased or anniversaries for the 
bulletin, and Mass, these need to be in relatively early to 

make the bulletin. Remember you need the person’s or 
family’s permission for publication. 
 

Pastoral Visitation 
If you would like a priest to visit, please enquire by phone or 

email at the Parish Office. 
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 LITURGY OF THE WORD  

FIRST READING  

Is 22:19-23 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
I place the key of the House of David upon his shoulder. 
 
Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of 
the palace: 
 
I dismiss you from your office, 
I remove you from your post, 
and the same day I call on my servant 
Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 
I invest him with your robe, 
gird him with your sash, 
entrust him with your authority; 
and he shall be a father 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and to the House of Judah. 
I place the key of the House of David 
on his shoulder; 
should he open, no one shall close, 
should he close, no one shall open. 
I drive him like a peg 
into a firm place; 
he will become a throne of glory 
for his father's house.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  

Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8 
 
(R.) Lord, your love is eternal; 
do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, 
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
Before the angels I will bless you. 
I will adore before your holy temple. (R.) 
 
2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love 
which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered; 
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.) 
 
3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly 
and the haughty he knows from afar. 
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
discard not the work of your hands. (R.) 

 

 

 SECOND READING  

Rom 11:33-36 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans 
From him, through him, and in him are all things. 
 
How rich are the depths of God – how deep his wisdom 
and knowledge – and how impossible to penetrate his 
motives or understand his methods! Who could ever 
know the mind of the Lord? Who could ever be his 
counsellor? Who could ever give him anything or lend 
him anything? All that exists comes from him; all is by 
him and for him. To him be glory for ever! Amen. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Mt 16:18 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my Church; 
the gates of hell will not hold out against it. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL  

Mt 16:13-20 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 
You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven. 
 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he 
put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say 
the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John 
the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ 
Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he 
said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon 
son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not 
flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father 
in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on 
this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the 
underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind 
on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever 
you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in 
heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples strict orders not to 
tell anyone that he was the Christ. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

 



HOMILY 

By Richard Leonard 
 

A furore broke out in a country diocese 
some years ago about the retreat style 
of priest who was taking Catholic 
students in their last year of high school 
or who were attending university away 
for weekend retreats. On the Friday 
night of the retreat this priest would tell 
the young people that by the end of the 
weekend they should make a decision 
about their Christian faith. 
 

Some parents were shocked that their young people 
were given an ultimatum that included the possibility of 
rejecting their faith. The priest replied that Catholic 
youth have to make all sorts of decisions regarding 
career, lifestyle, residence, studies and relationships. 
Religion, he contended, often fell by the wayside, either 
not important enough on which to make a decision, or 
relegated to the personal shelf of neglect to be possibly 
taken down and dusted off years later for a hatching, 
matching or dispatching. 
 
The priest argued that this wasn’t good enough. After 
twelve years of Catholic education or many years of 
catechetics the Church had to take the risk of calling for 
a personal decision for faith. Some of the young people 
consciously chose membership in the Church. In making 
such a profession of faith many reported having a deep 
encounter with God and an experience of their faith in 
Christ. Other students made decisions against belonging 
to the Church, which is, of course, never irrevocable. 
 
The entire retreat process was based on the question in 
today’s Gospel: ‘Who do you say that I am?’ 
 
The disciples, reflecting on their experiences with Jesus, 
offer various possibilities, but it is Peter who says that 
Jesus is the revelation of God for the world. This is the 
great profession of faith and the basis on which the 
Church comes into being. 

  
 
And what was true then, is true now. At some point, if 
we want our faith to move from being a code of law, a 
concept, or some excellent ideas to something we can 
experience, we must take the faith of the Church, which 
has nurtured us up to now, and make it our own. In 
doing so, when we encounter Christ, we contribute to 
the re-founding of the Church in our generation. 
 
Just being part of the ‘Catholic crowd’ is hardly the 
challenge Jesus presents to the disciples in today’s 
Gospel. We are commissioned like the disciples to bear 
witness to Christ’s personal love in the workplace, with 
our friends and in our families. 
 
It’s always helpful to be reminded that we might be the 
only face of Catholicism, or even Christianity, that 
another person may encounter. The way in which we 
bind them up or set them free might be the measure by 
which they judge if the Church is the face of Christ in 
today’s world and whether they could find a home with 
us.  
 
And it all hinges on that great question which is asked 
of each of us today: ‘Who do you say that I am?’ How 
we answer this question reveals so much, including 
whether Christ is an idea we like, or the object of our 
passion. © Richard Leonard SJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

READERS ROSTER  

We are reintroducing a roster for readings, in a 
very simplified form. In doing so, we wish to 

ensure that our volunteers are able to return to 

this ministry as safely as possible. Therefore, 
the new readings roster will be limited to one 

person per church per month, as detailed 
below. The reasoning behind this method is to 

minimise the number of people using a 
particular space, so as to minimise any chance 

of cross contamination. There is, of course, 
room to be flexible should the rostered 

volunteer be unable to attend Mass for whatever reason. This 

is a temporary arrangement, which will be revisited at the end 
of the year, when our situation may have hopefully improved. 

  
 

READERS 

ROSTER 
LAMBTON NEW LAMBTON WARATAH 

 Saturday 5:00PM Sunday 9:15AM Sunday 5:30PM 

August Margaret Wheeler Joy Loas Elizabeth Buckles 

September Ann Gunn Denis Prendergast Helen Clough 

October Diana Dolan Sr Maureen Torpey Laurel Movigliatti 

November Emma Conserdyne Noel Franks Elizabeth Buckles 

December Peter Dolan Joy Loas Helen Clough 

ROSTER 
CONTACTS 

Ann Gunn 
0407 571 197 

Joy Loas  
02 4952 2664 

Laurel Movigliatti 
0407 938 204 

 

 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 

permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  
OTHER RESOURCES USED WITH PERMISSION: © Creative Resources from LiturgyHelp | © McCrimmon Publishing Co | © 2003 by Fr Richard Lonsdale | © Mary MacKillop Image by 

Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj 
  

Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading:  Jer 20:7-9 
Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 62:2-6. 8-9. R. v.2 
Second Reading:  Rom 12:1-2 
Gospel Acclamation:  See Eph 1:17-18 
Gospel:  Mt 16:21-27 



 SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS  

REFLECTION  

By Dianne Bergant 

 
The readings highlight two different but related themes: the 

character of our understanding of Christ, and our 
understanding of discipleship that flows from it. Christological 

reflections reach a climax in the question posed to the 

disciples: Who do you say I am? In this liturgical context, the 
same question is posed to us. Who is this one who multiplies 

loaves of bread, who walks on turbulent waters, who breaks 
the boundaries that separate insider from outsider? It is none 

other than the messiah. 
 

When Peter testified to Jesus’ identity, it was a relevant 
religious and political statement, for messianic expectation 

was a burning question at that time. But what does it mean 

for the average Christian today? Many believers consider 
messianic expectation a theological theme that belongs to the 

past. They feel that it is difficult to get excited about the 
coming of someone who we believe has already come and 

gone. If Jesus were to pose this question today, how would 
we answer? 

 

Like Peter, we too may have good intentions, but when they 
are put to the test we realise that that was all that they were 

– good intentions. Still, we should not be discouraged by our 
weaknesses, for just as Peter’s failure did not deter God from 

entrusting him with power and authority, so our failures need 
not be obstacles to God’s grace in our lives. We watch God 

entrust the church to individuals who are weak and 
undependable, and we realise that judgments are inscrutable 

and God’s ways unsearchable. 

© Dianne Bergant CSA  

REFLECTION  

By Fr Michael Tate 
 

What’s in a Name? 

 

Jesus had a sense of humour! Simon, son of Jonah, was far 
from being a rock solid supporter of Jesus. So Jesus gave him 

the nickname ‘Rocky’ which in the Greek is Petros. 
 

Jesus puns with the nickname: ‘You are Rocky and upon this 

rock I will build my church.’ The natural personality of shifting 
sands was being transformed by the blessing just given (the 

only blessing bestowed upon an apostle by Jesus). 
 

Notice that Jesus only makes promises about ‘my church’, not 
a church shaped by human imagination, e.g. modes of Roman 

Imperial rule or with a Eurocentric mindset. 
 

Fortunately, we have a successor of St Peter responding to 

our Risen Lord’s command to St Francis of Assisi, ‘Rebuild my 
church’. 

  
 
We could pause for a moment to pray that the Risen Lord 
showers the 265th successor of St Peter with every blessing so 

that the Church of Jesus the Christ continues to prevail over the 
forces of death which threaten humanity. 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

REFLECTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE  

By Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart 

 
Keys are a symbol of trust and authority, along with 

responsibility. 
 

When have you been given keys? Do you have a key to your 
family’s house? your family’s car? your place of work? a room 

at school? What responsibility comes with being entrusted 
with a key? 

 

Have you ever locked your keys in a car? Have you ever locked 
yourself out of the house? If so, how did it happen? How did 

you feel? What did you do? 
 

A rock is a symbol of solidnesss and strength. Rocks are hard 
to break, but they can break other things easily. 

 
Why is a rock a good symbol for faith? 

 

How would you describe your own faith? Is it as strong as a 
rock? Or is it more like a soft, weak substance, such as 

mashed potatoes, shaving cream, or a dried-out, crumbling 
leaf? 

 
Peter isn’t perfect. Remember, before Jesus is crucified, Peter 

denies him three times, just as Jesus predicted he would. Yet 
Jesus trusts him to be the leader of his disciples. 

 

Why would Jesus trust Peter to be the leader of his disciples? 
 

If being perfect is not a condition for having faith, what are 
the qualities that mark a strong faith? 

© St Mary's Press 
 

 

 

A  VOCATION VIEW  

Many of us fear people in authority 

as authority can be used rightly or 
wrongly. As Christians we are called 

to see power as service. We shall all 
be judged  on love. For more 

information regarding Vocations 

phone 02 4979 1112 or email 
vocations@mn.catholic.org.au. 

 FEAST DAYS  

24 Aug: Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 

8 Sep: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
14 Sep: The Exahaltation of the Holy Cross  

21 Sep: Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist  
29 Sep: Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels 

28 Oct: Saint Simon and Jude, Apostles  

1 Nov: All Saints  
2 Nov: The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed  

9 Nov: The Dedication of the Latern Basilica  
  

mailto:vocations@mn.catholic.org.au


 PRAYERS  

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  

Light a Candle 

Light a candle to symbolize the Light of 
Christ and Light of the World.  
 
Introduction: How rich are the depths of God. With 
confidence let us turn to the Lord who answers those 
who call out in prayer. 
 
1. That those who serve the Church as leaders will be 
faithful and courageous. Let us pray to the Lord.  
 
2. That regimes built on repression and violence will be 
transformed by the desire for trust and peace. Let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 
3. That those who search for meaning will find wisdom 
and knowledge in God who knows all things. Let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 
4. That those who are sick will find us compassionate 
and understanding. Let us pray to the Lord.  
 
5. That this community will build up the Church by its 
words and deeds. Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6. That That the faithful who have died in Christ will 
have eternal life. Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Conclusion: God of wisdom, you have built your 
Church on a firm foundation. Hear these prayers that 
we may become living stones, giving witness to Christ, 
the Son of the living God. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
 
All: Amen. 
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 
 

 

 WE REMEMBER  

Please Pray for 

Sick: Derek Orrin, Robert Watson, Donna Collins, 
Elizabeth Mary Oates, Bernadette Coffey, Michael 
Payne, Fred Stanwell, Sheila Bell, Paul Mowbray, 
Shelley Smith. 
 

Recently Deceased: Teresa Losurdo, Ross Moxon, 
Timothy Evens. 
 

Anniversaries: Edward Franks, John Gleeson, Allen 
Feenan, Maureen Grealy, June and Tom Drury, Carey 
Taylor, Fr Florence Richard Ryan, Fr Cornelius 
McAuliffe, Fr Patrick Joseph Flanagan, Fr James 
Brennan, Mgr Francis Coolahan. 
 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and may light 
perpetual shine upon them. + May their souls and the 
souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 
 

Please ensure “Intentions” for publication are submitted by email (or 
phone) by midday Monday each week ahead. Reminder that you need 
the person or family’s permission to enable us to publish names. 

PRAYERS  

Act of Faith 

O my God, I firmly believe that you are the one and only 
God, the creator and sovereign Lord of heaven and earth, 
infinitely great and infinitely good. I firmly believe that in 
you, one only God, there are three divine persons, really 
distinct and equal in all things, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. I firmly believe that Jesus Christ, God the 
Son, became man; and he was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and was born of the Virgin Mary; and he suffered 
and died on the cross to redeem and save us; that he 
arose the third day from the dead; and he ascended into 
heaven; and he will come at the end of the world to judge 
mankind; and that he will reward the good with eternal 
happiness and condemn the wicked to the everlasting 
pains of hell. I believe these, and all other articles which 
the holy Roman Catholic Church proposes to our belief, 
because you, my God, the infallible truth, revealed them, 
and have commanded us to hear the Church, which is the 
pillar and the ground of truth. In this faith I am firmly 
resolved by your holy grace, to live and die. Amen. 

 MASS AT HOLY TRINITY PARISH  

Welcome 
As we reopen our churches for Mass, parishioners are asked to 
observe the following which will be in force until further notice. 
We thank you for your cooperation. 

Arrival 

 Please arrive fifteen (15) minutes early 
 Maintain physical distancing at all times  
 Use hand sanitiser provided 
 Lambton: Only attend if you have a confirmed booking  
 New Lambton and Waratah: Sign in upon entry 
 Pick up a bulletin 

Entry 

 Enter from the main entry only 
 There will be no Holy Water  
 Select your seat as directed by the signs 
 You are welcome to wear a mask, as recommended by the 

NSW Government 
 

 Mass 

 Congregational singing is suspended until further notice 
 Musicians and soloists must be 3 metres from the 

congregation 
 There will be no Presentation of the Gifts 
 The Sign of Peace will be given by a smile, nod or a wave 
 When receiving Communion maintain the required 

1.5 metres physical distance in a single line 
 Communion Host will only be placed in the hand, not the 

tongue 
 There will be no Chalice 

After Mass 

 Take home any bulletins that you handle 
 Contributions to the 1st and 2nd Collections may be left in 

collection baskets near the church exit as you leave 
 Observe physical distancing as you leave, and refrain from 

socialising on the church grounds 
 We need two (2) volunteers per church to disinfect the 

churches after each Mass 
  



 NOTICES  

GATHERINGS UPDATE 

There is a change in the number of people who can be present in 
our church buildings. With effect from 24 July 2020, the maximum 
number of people who can be in our church buildings is to be the 
lesser of:  
 

(a) The number of persons that is equivalent to one person per 4 
square metres of space in the building, or  
(b) 100 persons. 
 

A full copy of the current Public Health (COVID-19 Restrictions on 
Gathering and Movement) Order (No 4) 2020 (‘the Order’) can be 
found on the NSW Legislation website 
(www.legislation.nsw.gov.au).  

PARISH NEWS 

Parish Office: The office is open and working within the required 
guidelines. Most enquiries can be met over the phone or via email, 
including baptism and marriage bookings. If you do need to come 
in please use hand sanitiser provided, sign the visitors book and 
observe physical distancing. For funerals, please contact the 
Funeral Directors who will contact our Priests.  
 

Communion Ministry to the Sick: Under the current 
circumstances we wish to advise Communion to the Sick is limited 
to the priests until further review and advice.  
 

Weekly Bulletin: We are still emailing our bulletin weekly and 
providing hard copies at 3 locations – Lambton Church verandah, 
Waratah Presbytery verandah, and New Lambton Parish House 
front door – in an effort to reach those not yet able to come to 
church. Please consider dropping a copy into the letter box of a 
neighbouring parishioner who might not have email or internet. 
Please feel free to contact the office should you need assistance. 
 

Volunteer Ministries: You will notice from the Readings Roster 
on page 3 that we are slowly beginning to ease into including our 
volunteers in ministry again. However, it will be a while before 
procedures are back to the way they used to be. At present, and 
up until at least 31 August, the number of volunteers and 
ministries has been limited so as to work within safe processes. 
As from September we hope to be able to incorporate more 
volunteers and ministries. This can only apply to fully 
REGISTERED volunteers. If you have not yet completed 
registration forms, and wish to continue your ministry in the 
future, please do so as a matter of priority. 
 

Tax Receipts: Thank you again to all who support the Parish 
through their generous giving. The remaing receipt will be posted 
to you soon.  
 

New 2020-2021 Planned Giving Envelopes: The 
remaingning sets of the envelopes have been posted, and you 
should receive them this week. 
 

Aurora Magazine: Aurora, the official magazine of the Diocese, 
is now available at the back of the church. 
 

Catholic Weekly: We are pleased to advise that Catholic Weekly 
has recommenced the production of print editions which are now 
available at the church. 
 

Parish Venues: We are sorry to advise that our parish venues 

still remain CLOSED TO ALL GROUPS until further notice. 
Anyone needing to gain access at any venue, please contact 
Fr Sabu. This is to ensure our children, our most vulnerable, and 
our staff are protected and to ensure our Parish complies with our 
legal obligations. 
 

Masks: We now have masks ($10.00) and ear savers ($2.00) 
available for sale at the Parish Office, with all proceeds going 
towards the Mater Bell Tower Appeal. Masks, made by Laurel 
Movigliatti, are double layered in tightly woven cotton, with a nose 
wire for added protection. Ear savers, crocheted by Margaret 
Metcalfe, are used to hold mask ear loops back from your ears.  

 DIOCESE NEWS 

ACBC Social Justice Statement 2019-2020: When the 
members of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference wrote the 
Social Justice Statement 2019–2020, Making it Real: Genuine 
human encounter in our digital world, they could have not 
predicted how relevant such a statement would be in light of 
2020. COVID- 19 has had an astronomical effect on everyday life 
and the thought of not being connected in some way, shape or 
form has been difficult for the human race to comes to grips with. 
On Saturday 29 August from 2:00PM to 4:30PM we invite you to 
hear from Professor Joseph Ciarrochi, Bishop William Wright and 
to view artists interpretation of the statement and COVID in their 
lives. To register for this free online event following the link: 
http://humanencounterinadigitalworld.eventbrite.com.au?s=123
860923 
 

ACBC Social Justice Statement 2020-21: Social justice 
Sunday is now the last Sunday in August every year. The COVID-
19 pandemic is affecting the mental health of many members of 
our parishes, schools and communities. In the Social Justice 
Statement 2020-21, To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in 
Australia today, the Bishops invite us all to reject stigmatisation 

and to call for policies and service provision that meets the needs 
of the poorest and most marginalised members of our 
community. Download the Statement at 
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-
statement-2020-21/ or call the Parish Office if you are unable to 
download a copy and you desire one (or more for distribution). 
 

Course 2: Safeguarding training in parishes: This is for paid 
or unpaid workers of the parish who have never attended any 
Safeguarding training (formerly Child Protection training) or last 
attended more than 6 years ago. If you attended child protection 
training a few years ago and want a refresher, you are also 
welcome to attend. An outline of the course, and all available 
training sessions, can be found at Office of Safegarding. To 
register, contact Rebecca, Learning and Development Officer, 
Human Resources on 02 4979 1322 or email HR-
Training@mn.catholic.org.au. For more information, or to check 
on your attendance history, please call the Office of Safeguarding 
directly on 02 4979 1390 or email 
oosgtraining@mn.catholic.org.au. This training will be delivered 
in a COVID-safe way, attendance is limited to 10 people per 
session, social distancing will be maintained and normal screening 
questions will be asked to check your wellbeing and potential 
exposure to the virus. For more information on precautions in 
place, please go to Office of Safeguarding COVID-19 web page. 
 

Local Training Sessions: 

Saturday 29/8/20 10:00AM-2:00PM Toohey Room Newcastle 

Thursday 3/9/20 10:00AM-2:00PM Mackillop Hall Charlestown 

Saturday 12/9/20 9:00AM-1:00PM Mackillop Hall Charlestown 

Saturday 12/9/20 12:00PM-4:00PM Disney Room Cardiff 

OTHER NEWS 

Pastoral Ministry Network Webinar: The Pastoral Ministry 
Network, formerly NAPPA, is hosting an online national webinar 
‘Knowing the community whom we are called to serve’ on 
Tuesday 25 August from 11:00AM to 12:00PM. The webinar 
hopes to draw on the Parish Social Profiles in dialogue with 
community leaders to answer questions about our mission to 
share the Good News in a local context. To register, visit 
https://bit.ly/nationalwebinar_reg 
 

Emergency Appeal: In response to the horrific explosion in 
Beirut on 4 August, Aid to the Church in Need Australia has 
launched a national emergency appeal to raise funds to support 
the people of Lebanon. To read more about the appeal and to 
make a donation please visit www.aidtochurch.org/lebanon or call 
1800 101 201 during business hours, 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 

 

Disclaimer: Unless otherwise stated, advertisements placed in this newsletter are by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the Diocese. The 
activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the 
service provided and makes no representation about such matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or 
services that are the subject of these advertisements. 
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