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L I T U R G IC A L C E LE B R AT IO N S
Parish Mass Celebrations
Restrictions on Public Mass attendance have been lifted so that
now the only limit on numbers is the 4 square metre rule. This
means that bookings are no longer essential in order to attend
Waratah (75 capacity) or New Lambton (90 capacity), and
people will instead sign in as they enter the church. However,
bookings are still essential for Lambton (35 capacity) at
this time, and those wishing to attend should phone the Parish
Office by 3:00PM Thursday, giving your name and contact
phone or email.
Mass times are as follows:
Saturday:
Sunday:
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

5:00PM Lambton
9:15AM New Lambton
5:30PM Waratah
7:00AM Waratah*
7:00PM New Lambton*
7:00AM Lambton
7:00AM Waratah
7:00AM Lambton
8:00AM New Lambton

*We are currently considering swapping the venues for Monday
morning and Tuesday evening Masses.
Mass will continue to be streamed from each of our three (3)
Churches every weekend via Facebook. Please stay at home if
you are experiencing any flu-like symptoms. Please consider
staying at home for your own health and safety if you are 65
years or over.
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Ms Annie Duggan
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PO Box 8 LAMBTON NSW 2299
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www.lambton.catholic.edu.au

CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL WARATAH
Principal:
Street Address:
Postal Address:
Phone / Fax:
Email:
Website:

Ms Julie Mulhearn
Platt Street WARATAH 2298
PO Box 63 WARATAH 2298
02 4968 3220 / 02 4968 3833
admin@waratah.catholic.edu.au
www.waratah.catholic.edu.au

ST THERESE’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL NEW LAMBTON
Principal:
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Due to the limits on the number of people who may be able to
attend any particular Mass, all members of the Church of the
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle, except priests, continue to be
dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.
Those who are unable to attend are encouraged to keep Sunday
holy through the use of the resources still available on the
Diocese website at www.mn.catholic.org.au/newsevents/covid-19-update.

Sunday Mass Celebration
Bishop William (Bill) Wright continues to celebrate Mass every
Sunday at 9:30AM live streamed from Sacred Heart Cathedral
Mass via https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/ places/livestream/. Mass can be viewed at a later time via the same link.
Please share the link with family and friends, and gather to pray
as a spiritual community at this time.

Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions are available for anyone upon request. Simply
contact the parish secretaries with your intentions. If you have
names of sick, deceased or anniversaries for the bulletin, and
Mass, these need to be in relatively early to make the bulletin.
Remember you need the person’s or family’s permission for
publication.

Pastoral Visitation
If you would like a priest to visit, please enquire by phone or
email at the Parish Office.

Diocesan Website
For more information go to https://www.mn.catholic.org.au

 LITURGY OF THE WORD 
G O SP E L A C C L AM A T I O N

F I RS T R E A D IN G
Is 55:10-1
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The rain makes the earth fruitful.

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from
the heavens and do not return without watering the earth,
making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower
and bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth
does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and
succeeding in what it was sent to do.’
The Word of the Lord.

R E S P O N SO R IA L P S A LM
Ps 64:10-14. R. Lk 8:8
(R.) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful
harvest.
1.You care for the earth, give it water,
you fill it with riches.
Your river in heaven brims over
to provide its grain. (R.)
2.And thus you provide for the earth;
you drench its furrows,
you level it, soften it with showers,
you bless its growth. (R.)
3.You crown the year with your goodness.
Abundance flows in your steps,
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. (R.)
4.The hills are girded with joy,
the meadows covered with flocks,
the valleys are decked with wheat.
They shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R.)

S E C O N D R E AD IN G
Rom 8:18-23
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children of God.
I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to
the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The whole
creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was not
for any fault on the part of creation that it was made unable to
attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still retains
the hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery to decadence, to
enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From
the beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been
groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not only creation,
but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan
inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free.
This is the word the Lord.

Next Week’s Readings
First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel Acclamation:
Gospel:

Wis 12:13.16-19
Ps 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5
Rom 8:26-27
See Mt 11:25
Mt 13:24-43

Alleluia, alleluia!
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
all who come to him will live for ever.
Alleluia!

G O SP E L
Mt 13:1-23
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

A sower went out to sow.

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds
gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there. The
people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things in
parables.
He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some
seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate
them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little
soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth of
earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and,
not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on
rich soil and produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’
Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk
to them in parables?’ ‘Because,’ he replied, ‘the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed
to them. For anyone who has will be given more, and he will have
more than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he
has will be taken away. The reason I talk to them in parables is
that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or
understanding. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is being
fulfilled:
You will listen and listen again, but not understand,
see and see again, but not perceive.
For the heart of this nation has grown coarse,
their ears are dull of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes,
for fear they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and be converted
and be healed by me.
‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because
they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and holy men
longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you
hear, and never heard it.
‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When
anyone hears the word of the kingdom without understanding,
the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart:
this is the man who received the seed on the edge of the path.
The one who received it on patches of rock is the man who hears
the word and welcomes it at once with joy. But he has no root in
him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some persecution
on account of the word, and he falls away at once. The one who
received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the word, but
the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the word
and so he produces nothing. And the one who received the seed
in rich soil is the man who hears the word and understands it; he
is the one who yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold,
now sixty, now thirty.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

H O M ILY
By Richard Leonard
A newcomer to a city known for its wind and rain arrives
on a rainy day. She gets up the next day and it's raining.
It also rains the day after that, and the day after that.
She goes out to lunch and sees a young child and, out
of despair, asks, ‘Hey, kid, does it ever stop raining
around here?’ To which the child replies, ‘How should I
know? I’m only six.’
With the three readings we have just heard, we could
easily celebrate Environment Sunday today. Rain, snow,
seeds, sowers, fertile soil and a labouring creation
giving birth to the fruits of the Spirit, are all rich ground
upon which we can reflect on the importance of our
earth’s ecology.
In recent years the Church has regularly reminded us
that the issue of caring for the environment is an
important part of our Christian commitment for justice.
We have been reminded that while the earth has been
entrusted to us as stewards, to be preserved, it is also
given into our hands to be developed in such a way that
there will be a productive earth for future generations
to inherit.
If this means we must limit our consumption, change
our priorities in regard to energy and trade and show
the third world the way in developing eco-friendly
industries, then all the better for us. Most of us know
that we cannot keep going as we are, with ever
increasing unsustainable demands on our planet. There
is no point any of us crying over the demise of our
environment in the future, if we are doing nothing to
help it now.

For some of us, however, recent surveys and our own
sense of environmental changes means that what
experts are saying falls on fertile soil. We want to do
whatever we can to see that the earth continues to bear
fruit for as many generations as God intends.
The Old and New Testaments are filled with the
importance of our relationships to the earth. In the book
of Genesis humanity is told to care for and subdue the
earth, not wreck it. We cannot be irresponsible about
the world's finite resources in the hope that we will find
solutions in the future. Avarice is not one of the seven
deadly sins for nothing.
We believe the bread and wine of the Eucharist, which
we say are ‘the fruit of the earth and the work of human
hands’, are changed into Christ present among us. May
these Eucharistic gifts rooted in our soil, effect in us a
change that might enable us to have ears to hear the
groan of creation as it calls for us to be careful sowers
and responsible reapers. May our stand for justice
always take into account the care our earth requires so
that we have a productive planet to hand on to our
children.
By how we choose to live now, may we hand it on to
them in better shape than we found it.
© Richard Leonard SJ

Every small thing we do from being conscious of the
issues, to recycling and using our cars less, is not
unimportant. Some of us are in positions to do a lot
more than these things as well and we should take our
Christian responsibilities in this regard very seriously.
One creative reading of today's Gospel is that it parallels
how we can respond to the news of the degradation of
the environment.
For some of us the facts and figures about the planet's
ecosystem fall on rocky ground. We are not receptive to
hearing anything that might demand a change in our
lifestyle or a lessening of our comfort.
For others of us, recent debates fall among the thorns.
Competing with other issues for our attention and
action, the plight of the earth is not able to take root in
our consciousness or sympathies. We think it can all
wait for another generation who will have the ability to
fix the problems then.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
OTHER RESOURCES USED WITH PERMISSION: © Creative Resources from LiturgyHelp | © McCrimmon Publishing Co | © 2003 by Fr Richard Lonsdale | © Mary MacKillop Image by
Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj

 SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 
R E F LE C T IO N
By Dianne Bergant
The readings for this Sunday call us to self-examination.
The gospel describes various levels of receptivity, the
willingness to allow ourselves to receive from another, to
be influenced by another, perhaps even to be transformed.
The more independent we are, the less likely we will be
open to others and, consequently, less receptive to their
ideas. By definition disciples are receptive to the one they
follow. To be a disciple of Jesus requires receptivity, so it
is important that we scrutinise ourselves to discover the
extent to which we are open. To what should we be
receptive? To the words of Scripture, the words of the
liturgy, the words of the sacraments, the living tradition of
the community. God’s word is sown in many forms and
under many guises. It makes little difference who sows the
seed. How will we receive it?
Besides the word of God, the readings speak of the world
of God. The people of biblical times were aware of the
revelation of God in and through the natural world. Isaiah
teaches about the effectiveness of the word of God
through the metaphor of rain. The psalmist uses the
natural world to describe God’s work of salvation. Paul
claims that eschatological fulfilment will include all of
creation. Finally, Jesus’ parables are rooted in stories about
nature. We cannot afford to close our eyes to the needs of
the natural world, or stop our ears to the cries of the earth,
or harden our hearts to the world of which we are a part,
for the word of God will accomplish the end for which God
sent it.
© Dianne Bergant CSA

R E F LE C T IO N
By Fr Michael Tate

We, and the whole cosmos, share the legacy of a common
destiny brought about by the powerful victory of Christ
over the final instance of decay, destruction and every type
of death.
We could pause a moment to pray with the angels as we
do at every Mass:
‘Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.’
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com

R E F LE C T IO N F O R Y O UN G P E O P LE
By Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart
This farmer who is sowing doesn’t seem to have much of
a plan. There isn’t an organised effort to prepare all the
soil so that none of the seed is wasted. It’s just thrown all
over the place, with the hope that some of it will fall on
good soil and grow.
Do you think that is a good strategy for a farmer whose
life depends upon successfully growing things? Why or why
not?
Why do you think God throws out seed to bad soil as well
as to good soil?
If our job is to spread the message of God, should we have
a plan that is more dependable than this farmer’s plan?
Why or why not? What might such a plan look like?
Even if we are very deliberate about where we ‘sow the
seeds’ of God’s message, we can’t always control how
people will receive it.

Creation Set Free

Do you think it is better to aim for just the good soil, so
that we mainly bring the message to people who are ready
to listen to it? Why or why not?

Here is Jesus telling another story about nature, in this
case about soil good enough to bear a crop. Is he just a
keen observer of the farmers of his time? No.

Do you think it is better to spend some time working the
soil, so that dry, rocky or thorny areas might become more
fertile and ready to accept the seed? Why or why not?

Throughout the Gospels there is a harmony between Jesus
and the natural creation of a profound kind.

Not only are we asked to bring the seed of God’s word to
others, we are also asked to receive the seed of God’s word
from others.

But St Paul intuited that link at a profound level in the case
of the Risen Lord. This led him to make the most amazing
claim that:

When do you feel like the good soil, fertile and waiting for
God’s word to come to you and bring you new life?

‘The creation itself would be set free from its slavery to
decay in order to share the freedom associated with the
glory of the children of God.’

When do you feel like dry, rocky or thorny soil, not ready
for God’s word to grow within you?
© St Mary's Press

A V O C A T IO N V IE W

F E AS T D A Y S

The seed of a vocation seeks fertile
surroundings. Sometimes it gets
stepped on, sometimes it gets
choked, sometimes it lacks depth.
But other times it is nourished by
loving and caring friends. For more
information regarding Vocations
phone 02 4979 1112 or email
vocations@mn.catholic.org.au.

14 Jul:
22 Jul:
25 Jul:
6 Aug:
8 Aug:
10 Aug:
15 Aug:
24 Aug:

Saint Camillus de Lellis
Saint Mary Magdalene
Saint James, Apostle
The Transfiguration of the Lord
Saint Mary of the Cross, Virgin
Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saint Bartholomew, Apostle

P RA Y E R

O F T HE

F AI T HF U L

 PRAYERS 
WE REMEMBER

Light a Candle
Light a candle to symbolize the Light of
Christ and Light of the World.
Introduction: God’s providence is for all. Let us turn
to God, leaving no soil untilled, and bring the needs of
the world before him.
1. That by its example the Church will sow the Word
of God among all peoples.
Let us pray to the Lord.
2. That nations will resist creating wealth by rendering
the earth barren.
Let us pray to the Lord.
3. That those seafarers denied any shore leave
because of COVID-19 may soon come safely on shore
and return to their loved ones.
Let us pray to the Lord.
4. That those who work to sow the seeds of justice will
be met with acceptance, not resistance.
Let us pray to the Lord.
5. That those who work on the land will have lifegiving rain and abundant harvests.
Let us pray to the Lord.
6. That our community will always be receptive to the
Gospel and share generously what we have received
from God.
Let us pray to the Lord.
7. That those who have died will dwell in the presence
of God. Let us pray to the Lord.
Conclusion: O God, sower of the seed, your word
transforms all who have ears to hear. Hear these
prayers and may your word in us yield a fruitful
harvest. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

Please Pray for
Sick: Derek Orrin, Robert Watson, Donna Collins, Ross
Moxon, Elizabeth Mary Oates, Bernadette Coffey,
Michael Payne, Fred Stanwell, Sheila Bell, Paul
Mowbray, Shelley Smith.
Recently Deceased: Judith Shield
Anniversaries: Henry Bailey, Henry Sawicki, Fr Peter
Roche, Fr Patrick Kenyon, Fr Henry Ward
Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and
may light perpetual shine upon them.
May their souls and the souls of all the
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen
During this time “Intentions” for publication may be submitted by
email (or phone) by midday Monday each week ahead. Reminder that
you need the person or family’s permission to enable us to publish
names.

P RA Y E R T IM E S
The Apostleship of the Sea is the Catholic Church’s
Missionary work to the Seafarers whether they be on
merchant, passenger, war or fishing vessels. While the
Church has always been interested in Seafarers since
Christ first gathered his fishermen-disciples around
him, the modern movement began in the 1890s with
several isolated and independent beginnings. The
purpose of the Apostleship of the Sea is to care for the
Spiritual, Social, and Material welfare of all Seafarers
without distinction of colour, race or creed.
Prayer of Seafarers (to the Blessed Mother)
O Mary, Star of the Sea, light of every ocean, guide
seafarers across all dark and stormy seas that they
may reach the haven of peace and light prepared in
Him who calmed the sea.
As we set forth upon the oceans of the world and cross
the deserts of our time, show us, O Mary, the fruit of
your womb, for without your Son, we are lost.
Pray that we will never fail on life’s journey, that in
heart and mind, in word and deed, in days of turmoil
and in days of calm, we will always look to Christ and
say, “Who is this that even wind and see obey Him?”
Bright Star of the Sea, guide us!
–by Pope John Paul II

 NOTICES AND INFORMATION 
SEA SUNDAY
This Sunday is Sea Sunday, when the church prays for those
who live and work on the sea. Stella Maris, Apostleship of the
Sea is the official maritime welfare agency of the Catholic
Church. Today’s Appeal supports seafarers both practically and
spiritually. During the COVID-19 pandemic, seafarers continue
to bring products to sustain our population and economy, often
at personal risk to their health. To support this ministry, please
send your donations to bit.ly/seasundayaustralia. For further
information please call Ros on 0481 910 245 or visit www.aosaustralia.org
Parish Office: Our parish office is open and working within the
required guidelines. Most enquiries can be assisted over the
phone or via email, however if you do need to come to the office
please use hand sanitiser as provided, sign the visitors book and
be mindful in observing physical distancing. For baptism and
marriage bookings, please contact us by phone or email. For
funerals, please contact the Funeral Directors who will contact
our Priests.
Weekly Bulletin: Our weekly bulletin is still available every
Thursday after 4:30PM, in both digital format – via parish
website and email – and hard copy – available for pick up on
the Church verandah at Lambton, Presbytery verandah at
Waratah, and at the screen door at Parish House New Lambton
(ramp side).
New 2020-2021 Planned Giving Envelopes: If you have
specified a preferred collection point, your new giving envelopes
are now available at that church for pickup.
Old Planned Giving Envelopes: Kindly discard all unused old
envelopes as new numbers have been assigned for the new
financial year and the continued use of old envelopes may result
in your giving being credited to someone else’s number.
Tax Receipts: Thank you again to all who support the Parish
through their generous giving. Tax receipts will be available
soon to those who have requested one.

Parish Venues
We are sorry to advise that our parish venues still remain
CLOSED TO ALL GROUPS until further notice. This is to
ensure our most vulnerable are protected, and our staff.

D IO C E SE N E W S
Deaconate Ordination of Solomon Okovido: Bishop
William (Bill) Wright will be ordaining Solomon Okovido to the
Order of the Diaconate on the 15 August 2020, the Solemnity of
the Assumption. The location of his ordination will be announced
soon but please place this date in your diary so you can support
Solomon. There will be restrictions on numbers so
unfortunately, not all will be able to attend. Many of you will
know Solomon from his time in our Parishes while he has been
studying in the Seminary. Please continue to prayer for Solomon
as he prepares for his Ordination and for his new Ministry.
Hello Hunter: This initiative helps people who are feeling
isolated, lonely or anxious. Volunteers are available to make a
friendly call, deliver essentials, assist in finding specialised help
or on request pray with the person. Hello Hunter has a call
centre, which takes requests for assistance, then
neighbourhood hubs mobilise their volunteers. Hubs are formed
according to suburb and postcode. The goal is to have the
person in need assisted by their nearest neighbour. Hello Hunter
are now looking for hub leaders and volunteers. Volunteers need
to submit a form, validated by their local parish priest or parish
leader. Go to http://cityserve.com.au/hello-hunter/ for
more information.

ACBC Catholic Men’s Gathering: This year’s Catholic Men’s
Gathering will be an online event, which will be available to
registered participants from Saturday 15 August 2020.
Registration is free. For more information about the program
and to register, please go to bit.ly/cmg2020event
Aurora Magazine: Aurora is the official magazine of the
Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. June edition is now
available.
Catholic Weekly: We are offering our readers and subscribers
the digital edition for free while the print edition is out of
circulation. Please CLICK HERE for free online access.

G AT HE R IN G S U P D AT E
New Public Health (COVID-19 Restrictions on Gathering and
Movement) Order (No 4) 2020 (‘the Order’) has given legal
effect to the easing of restrictions. A full copy of the current
Order can be found on the NSW Legislation website
(www.legislation.nsw.gov.au). Under the provisions of the
Order (No. 4), the following is now possible. The following apply
in accordance with the size of the church. Conditions do apply.
o

o

o

All religious services the number of people present is
determined on the basis that there must be 4 square metres
available per person on the premises.
Funeral services in a church building that does not have
sufficient space to allow 50 persons can lawfully alow up to
5- persons to attend.
Sacrament of Penance may be celebrated in the First Rite
in our churches at advertised times without the use of
confessionals, and strictly observing the appropriate
physical distancing. Spontaneous requests for the
Sacrament may be arranged.

M A SS

AT

H O L Y T RI N IT Y P A RI S H

Welcome. In reopening of church doors for Mass, parishioners
are asked to observe the following:
Arrival
o Please arrive fifteen (15) minutes early
o Maintain physical distancing at all times
o Use hand sanitiser provided
o Lambton: Only attend if you have a confirmed booking
o New Lambton and Waratah: Sign in upon entry
o Pick up a bulletin
Entry
o Enter from the main entry only
o There will be no Holy Water
o Select your seat as directed by the signs
Mass
o Congregational singing is suspended until further notice
o There will be no Presentation of the Gifts
o The Sign of Peace will be given by a smile, nod or a wave
o When receiving Communion maintain the required 1.5
metres physical distance in a single line
o Communion host will only be placed in the hand, not the
tongue. There will be no Chalice
After Mass
o Take home any bulletins that you handle
o Contributions to the 1st and 2nd Collections may be left in
collection baskets near the church exit as you leave
o Observe physical distancing as you leave, and refrain from
socialising on the church grounds
o We need two (2) volunteers per church to disinfect the
churches after each Mass
This arrangement will be in force until 31 August. We thank you
for your cooperation.

Disclaimer: Unless otherwise stated, advertisements placed in this newsletter are by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the Diocese. The
activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the
service provided and makes no representation about such matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or
services that are the subject of these advertisements.

 JUNIOR ACTIVITIES 

